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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is the National Cannabis Roundtable?  
  
The National Cannabis Roundtable is an advocacy organization that promotes smart, common-
sense cannabis policy in the United States.  NCR promotes a rational framework for new federal 
regulation, tax equality, financial service reform and new law to acknowledge the right of states 
and territories to regulate and manage their own cannabis policies.  
 
What Is NCR’s Agenda?  
 
• Remove federal restrictions that prohibit medical research involving cannabis. Encourage the 

development of solutions that will improve the lives of veterans and patients and combat the 
opioid epidemic in the United States. 

• Allow companies operating legally in the cannabis industry to utilize traditional institutions 
for transactions and access to financial markets. 

• Correct flaws in the US tax code that serve as barriers to legal commerce in the cannabis 
industry and prohibit the development of solutions that can improve Americans’ lives. 

• Build support for, and secure enactment of, federal legislation allowing states to set and 
enforce their own laws governing cannabis. 

 
What is the current legal status of cannabis in the U.S.?  
 
A total of 33 states (and the District of Columbia) now allow access to medical cannabis.  There 
are currently more than 2 million registered cannabis patients across the 30 states and D.C. 
where medical cannabis is permitted.  10 states (and D.C.) allow access to regulated cannabis for 
adult consumption.1 
  
How will legalizing cannabis contribute to the U.S. economy? 
  
U.S. consumer spending on regulated cannabis reached $10.4 billion dollars in 2018. Even if no 
other states reform their laws, cannabis spending is expected to top $26 billion by 2025. If 
cannabis were regulated in all 50 states, it could create 1 million new jobs by 2025.2   
  
How will legalizing cannabis increase tax revenue?  
 
In 2018, the estimated total federal tax revenue raised by regulated cannabis businesses was 
$2.7 billion, which New Frontier Data estimated will increase to $6.9 billion by 2025. Assuming 
that cannabis was federally legal, with 2019 business taxed at a standard 21%, federal tax 

                                                        
1 State of the Cannabis Union 2019. New Frontier Data 
2 Boyte, Craig. 2018 Cannabis Highlights. New Frontier Data, 6 January 2019 
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revenues would increase even with lower elective tax rates: The potential associated revenue 
would increase to an estimated $14.4 billion by 2025.3 
   
How will legalizing cannabis help with the opioid crisis?  
 
A growing number of physicians say that medical cannabis should be part of the tools available 
to combat the opioid crisis.  Medical cannabis laws are associated with a significant reduction in 
opioid prescriptions.  Researchers found that when states open a legal dispensary for medical 
cannabis, Medicare Part D prescriptions for opioids decreased by 2.11 million doses per year, or 
nearly 15 percent.4 
 
How will legalizing cannabis help veterans?  
 
92 percent of American veterans support expanding research into medical cannabis and 81 
percent support allowing physicians to prescribe it for a mental for physical condition.5  A growing 
number of veterans are consuming cannabis to treat PTSD and chronic pain despite the current 
federal prohibition on VA doctors prescribing or recommending cannabis for treatment.   
 
What does the American public think about legalizing cannabis? 
  
Support for cannabis reform continues to grow across party lines and age groups across the U.S.  
A recent Gallup poll found that two-thirds of Americans support the legalization of cannabis in 
some form, up 9% from two years prior.  Support continues to grow among demographics 
Republicans (53%), Democrats (75%), independents (71%), and Americans aged 55 and older 
(59%).6      

  
Why support an incremental approach like the STATES Act instead of a de-scheduling bill? 
 
NCR recognizes there are multiple pathways to ending prohibition of cannabis in the U.S., and 
does not oppose de-scheduling cannabis.  As cannabis reform continues to expand in the U.S., 
states and territories are in the best position to determine what cannabis program works for 
them.   
 
Why should criminal justice reform be a part of new cannabis policy? 
 
Criminal justice reform along with cannabis reform is an issue that transcends party lines.  
Cannabis reform will only continue to add momentum to the criminal justice reform debate.  We 
encourage states who have changed their cannabis laws to look carefully at criminal justice 

                                                        
3 State of the Cannabis Union 2019. New Frontier Data 
4 Bradford AC, Bradford WD, Abraham A, Bagwell Adams G. Association Between US State Medical Cannabis Laws and Opioid Prescribing in the 
Medicare Part D Population. JAMA Intern Med. 2018 
5 Five Corners Strategies. Veterans’ Survey. 19 October 2017. 
6 McCarthy, Justin. Record-High Support for Legalizing Marijuana Use in U.S. Gallup. 25 October 2017 
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reform. This is an important conversation to have and NCR looks forward to being part of the 
debate.   
 
What is NCR doing to ensure that cannabis is used responsibly?  
 
We believe the transition to regulated cannabis in the U.S. is exciting and inevitable, but also 
daunting.  There are serious safety concerns.  There are serious health and scientific concerns.  
And there are serious law enforcement and cultural concerns.  At the same time, there are also 
tremendous benefits that have been demonstrated in states that have already started down this 
path.  NCR acknowledges the challenges associated with ending the federal prohibition on 
cannabis and will advocate for policies to address them at all stages of reform.  
 
 
 


